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1 Introduction

Audiobase is a small, fast and easy-to-use Windows application that allows you to catalogue and
keep track of all your “physical” (CDs, LPs, tapes, etc) music collection.

With Audiobase you can, among other things:
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Know the contents of every album in your music collection;
Find instantly which are the albums that contain a certain song;
Find instantly the albums in which a certain artist participates.

On the other hand, Audiobase is designed in a way to make data entry easy and fast. For
example, when you type the name of a song, Audiobase tries to locate that song in its database.
If that song has already been entered for a previous album, Audiobase will present it and you
just have to press Enter to accept the choice. The same happens for artists names. Typically,
you’ll have to type 3~4 characters to locate such items.

This manual can be used as a tutorial, which can be divided roughly into two parts:

The first part covers the initial setup of Audiobase, creating an empty database from

scratch, and entering the first album. This is covered by sections from 2 to 5. For this
part of the tutorial, you should work with Audiobase alone (i.e., not using the sample
database included in the bundle).

The second part of the tutorial covers navigation and browsing through a database. It is
covered by section 6. In this part of the tutorial you should use the sample database that
comes in the software bundle.

2 Setting up Audiobase

Audiobase is a portable application, meaning that is does not need to be installed'. Audiobase is a
standalone application that is normally kept in a folder, where its database files are kept too.
That folder can be anywhere, either in your computer’s hard disk or in a portable storage device,
like a USB pen drive. Audiobase runs directly from that folder. You can bring it along anywhere,
and it will just work.

So, Audiobase setup is simple. Basically, you just have to create a folder and put the Audiobase
executable file in it.

2.1 Create a folder for Audiobase and its database

Choose a name for Audiobase’s folder and the place where to create it. For example, a folder
named “My albums” on your desktop. To do this, place the mouse pointer somewhere on your
computer’s desktop (also known as wallpaper), click the right mouse button and select “New”
and then “Folder”. Rename the new folder to “My albums”.

2.2 Copy the Audiobase file to your computer

You can now copy Audiobase’s executable file audi obase. exe into this folder. If you wish,
you can create a shortcut to this file and place it in your desktop (select the file, right-click the
mouse and select “create shortcut”; you can drag it to the desktop if you like).

2.3 Execute the program

Now that the Audiobase file is in an otherwise empty folder, you can execute it by double-
clicking it. The following screen will appear:

1'This means that Audiobase is a compact, standalone application, which does not need to copy vast amounts of
files into your computer’s hard disk, including DLLs or other file types that are installed in obscure places. In
addition, Audiobase does not insert entries into your system’s registry.
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Warning

' Operation open Failed on Datafile "maindb”.
L] Return value: Datadpen,

x]

This means that no music database exists in the folder and therefore Audiobase could not open

1t.

Press OK and the following screen will appear:

J4 pudiobase

Database Other

Current databasze directary

C: 4y albumes

[v Uszeread-only rmode

[ratabaze closed O

This is Audiobase’s entry screen. The red ball in the lower right corner indicates that no
database is open, so there’s not much that you can do at this point. The next step is to create a

new database.

3 Creating a database

To create a new database, go to the “Database” menu. Choose “Create new...” as shown below:

J4 pudiobase

Database

Qpen
Cpen in different directary. .,

Pack.
Reindex

Creake new. ..

Yerify & repair

Exit

—]

rmode

[ratabaze closed O

This will cause the following dialog box to appear:
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Choose directory where database will be created @
Guardar enm; ||.ﬂI by albums j = ¥ ER-

Current databaze

C:hhy albums

Nome do ficheita:  [maindb.db1
Guardar com o bipo: |Datal:uase rnair files [*.db61) j Cancelar

v Usze read-only mode

D atabaze clozed 0

You should use this dialog box to choose the folder where the database should be created. Use
it to browse your disk and locate the “My Albums” folder. You should not change the pre-filled
file name “maindb.db1”. When you select the desired folder, click the Save button.

After clicking “Save”, an empty database will be created. Audiobase will open it automatically,
and the screen will have this appearance:

J4 pudiobase |Z||EIE|
Database Other

Current databasze directary

C: 4y albumes

Database open (0

The new database is ready now. Note the green ball indicating that the database is open.

4  Opening and closing the database
When Audiobase is launched, it usually opens the last used database automatically.
You can, however, open and close the database manually.
To close the database, you should go to the Database menu and choose “Close”.

To open the database in the current directory, you should go to the Database menu and
choose “Open”.

To open a database in a different directory, you should go to the Database menu and
choose “Open in different directory...”.
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4.1 Read-only versus read-write access

Audiobase usually opens the databases in read-only mode. In that situation, the user may browse
through the database but he cannot make any changes to it. It is, therefore, a safe mode. If you
want to make changes to the database, you will have to open it in read-write mode.

To select the access mode you should use the “Use read-only mode” checkbox in the entry
window. Clearing the checkbox will provide read-write access.

5 Entering data into your music database

Now that you have an empty database, it is time to populate it. The first thing to do is to open it
in read-write mode (clear the read-only checkbox before opening it). After that, open the browse
window. You just need to press the browse button (the one with the music figure on it).
Normally, pressing Enter will have that effect. This will open the browse window as shown
bellow:

Albums available in database [0] [‘5—(|

Shaw below: |.-’-1-.II:|ums ﬂ Qﬂ

Type zearch text:

Create Mew

LCloze

di

This window shows the database contents. It can show the albums, artists and songs; you can
select the type of items displayed through the combobox. Just choose “Albums”, “Artists” or

“Songs”. For the moment, leave “Albums” selected.
5.1 Creating an album

Let us create an album. You just need to enter its name (make sure that the focus is in the
listbox — the big white area — if necessary click on it).

Suppose you want to insert a CD titled “First Time! The Count Meets the Duke” by Duke
Ellington and Count Basie. Just type the album name:
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Albums available in database [0]

Show below [albums ~| 4 yiew;MDdify|
Type search text: | Mew item

first_timel_the_count_meets_the_duke_[CD]

Create Mew

Delete

di

LCloze

What you type will appear in the search text field. This field will change into a cyan background
with blue text: this means that the entered text is a new entry (there is no equivalent entry in the

database). Blank characters will be displayed as underscores (_) in this field, but they will be
entered as they are.

To conclude the album entry, just click the “Create New” button or simply press Enter:

Albums available in database [0]

Show below: I.-“-‘-.Il:uums ;I g ﬂ
Type search test: | Mew item

Confirm insert

\ ? ) Do wou wank ko create a new album “First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD)"?

Cancelar |

[elete

dd

Cloze

Note that the entered text is automatically capitalised by Audiobase. To confirm the operation,
just click OK:
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Albums available in database [0]

SIJElR

Show below: |.-’-\-.II:|ums

Type zearch text:

Firzt Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD] #

E3
Wiew /b odify

Create Mew

Delete

4

LCloze

The album has been entered. The asterisk in the title means that it is incomplete (songs and

artists are missing).

5.2 Filling an album

The next thing to do is to fill the album. To view the album’s contents, press the

“View/Modify” button or click Enter:

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD) *

Meut |

adify

< Prexiouz |
Record name
Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD]
Contents
Shaw belows: | Songs j Q ﬂ
Inzert.... | | | |

Cloze

[

This dialog box shows the album’s contents. You can see the songs and artists that belong to it

(just select what you want to see in the “Show below” combobox).

5.2.1  Adding songs and artists to an album

Let us start by filling the songs. First song will be “Battle Royal”. Just type it (make sure that the

focus is on the listbox).
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD) *

Pickup song

Shaw below: [5 ¥ Enter key selects
0z =l B4 L= ¥
I _I J J B appends aftE:r

Tupe searchitext liNew T new tem creation

battle_royal
Select &
append
Select &
inzert

Create Mew

L= p-rn T Tl e e aal Y

Creste e |
Cloze |
=

KL= I

When you begin entering the song name, the “Pickup song” dialog will appear. This is because
Audiobase is trying to find out if that song already exists in the database. At this point the

database is empty, so the song will be added to it. You can do that by clicking the “Create New”
button or, more easily, by pressing the Enter key.

The checkbox in this dialog governs the way it behaves when you press the Enter key. If the
checkbox is cleared, when you press Enter for the first time, the new song will be inserted in the
song database; you will have to press Enter again, this time to select the new song and add it to
the album, closing the dialog. If the checkbox is set (the default mode), when you press Enter

after typing the song name, the song will be inserted into the song database and then inserted
into the album, closing the dialog, all this in a single operation.
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD) * :

Pickup song £y
Show below: ISDngs LI g A ¥ Enter key selects

% appends after
new itemn creation

Type search test: | Mew item

LELEIS Confinm insert

“Fclect &
append

b elect &
inzerk

Cancelar

L

eate Hew |

TR e

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD) *

< Prexiouz I Meut |

— Recard name

Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] adify |

— Contents

Show below: | Sarngs ;I _i|_2|

Battle Hayal [1]

Up

Inzert.... | Eemwel Flegame...l #-Ref | Cloze |

The number in parenthesis is a reference count: it indicates the number of times the song appears
globally in the database. In this case, only one album contains the song. Should the song appear
in other albums, this number will increment accordingly.

All you have to do now is to repeat the operation and insert the remaining songs:
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD) *

s F'regiu:uus| Meut |

Recard name

Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] adify

Contents

Show below: |5n:|r'|gs j gﬂ
Battle Rayal [1] u
To'You Dﬁ? =

Take The &' Train [1]
Until | Met You [1]
Wild b an [1)
SeguenC (1]

BDE 1

Jurmpin' &t The Woodzside [1]

Inzert.... | Bemove | Flegame...| #-Ref | Cloze

The next thing to do is to fill the artists that participate in the album, Duke Ellington and Count
Basie. First, change the “Show below” combobox into “Artists”:

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD) *

¢ Previous | Mext > |
Fecord name
|First Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] Modify |

Contentz

Shows below: |.-'l‘-.rtists j Qg

Songs

_Us |
[

Inzert. . | | | | Cloze

i

Repeat the operations you did to enter the songs. The result will be:
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke (CD) *

< Prewiou

$| Meut |

Recard name

Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD]

Contents

Show below: |.-’-'-.rtist3 j gﬂ

adify

Inzert.... | Bemove | Flegame...| #-Ref |

Cuke EIIinEtDn 1 Up
[0

Cloze

Now you can close the album dialog. The album list will display the album title, this time

without an asterisk because both songs and artists have been filled.

Albums available in database [0]

Show below: |,.g.'||:,um3 j Q ﬂ

Type zearch text:

Firzt Timel The Count Meetz The Duke [CD]

X

Wiew /b odify

Create Mew

Delete

4

LCloze

5.3 Making changes to an album

You can make many kinds of changes to an album. These include:
Changing the album’s title;
Add, change and delete its songs;
Add, change and delete its artists;

Change the order of songs and artists.

11
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The first thing to do is to open the album. Just locate it and press Enter:

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD)

s F'regiu:uus| Meut |

Recard name

Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] adify
Contents

Shiow below: |5n:|r'|gs j Q ﬂ

Battle Hayal [1]

ToYou [1] J

Take The &' Train [1] Dramn

Until | Met You [1]

Wild kMan [1]

SeguenC (1]

BDE [1]

Jurnpin' &t The Woodside [1]

Inzert.... | Bemove | Flegame...| #-Ref | Cloze

5.3.1 Changing an album’s title

To change the album’s title, just change its name and click the Modify button.

5.3.2  lInserting a song at a specific position

Suppose that you want to add a song called “One More Once” in the 5th position. Move the
selection to the fifth row (use the arrow keys):

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD)

s F'regiu:uus| Meut |

Recard name

Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] adify

Contents

Show below: |5n:|r'|gs j gﬂ
Battle Roypal [1] Up

ToYou [1]

Take The &' Train [1] Dramn
Until | Met Yau 1

SeguenC (1]

BDE [1]

Jurnpin' &t The Woodside [1]

Inzert.... | Bemove | Flegame...| #-Ref | Cloze
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Now, type the song name:

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD)

Pickup song

Show below: |- . = 1= | [ Enter key zelects
I 8 _I J J % appends after
Type search text IiNew T=r rnew tkem creation
Iune_mure_un-::e
Battle Boval 1] SE'ECtd&
BDE (1] —grpend |
Jurnpin' & The Woodside [1]
Sequs InC (1) Saleci
Take The &' Train [1] Inzert
To'ou [1]
il | Met ou [1] Create Mew
Wild KMan (1) _l
Cloze |
RS

o L e

i

Audiobase usually inserts the new song into the song database and at the same time it appends
the song to the album’s contents. However, it is not what we intend to do this time: we want the
song to be inserted at the fifth position in the album, not the last.

To accomplish this, we should clear the checkbox in the above dialog. This will prevent the
dialog box from closing and the song from being automatically appended. It will become instead
a two-step process:

The first time you press Enter, the song will be added to the song database. However,
the “Pickup song” dialog box will remain open.

The second step is to decide how the song will be added to the current album. You have
two choices, provided by two buttons: “Select & append” (which will append the song to
the end of the album) or “Select & insert” (which will zusert the song into the highlighted
row in the album).

So, let us press Enter for the first step. As a result, the song will be inserted into the song
database. The “Pickup song” dialog box remains open, and the new song appears in the list of
available songs in alphabetical order. The reference count is still zero because the song has not
yet been added to the album.

13
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {(CD)

Pickup song

Show below: Songs LI g ﬂ - %r‘;tpe;éﬁﬂ;:lf?;ts
Tore seeeh e new ikem creation
Select &
B attle Raval [1]
BDB (1) | ZrEns

Jumpin' &t The YWoodzside 1
One Mare Once [0 Select &

Segue InC [1) Inzert
Take The ‘A Train [1]

ToYou [1] Create New
kil | Metou [1]

Wild kan 1]

LCloze |
o o s =

L= I

i

We must now decide how the song is added to the album (the second step). What we want to do

in fact is to select the recently added song and zusert it (as opposed to append it) into the album.
You should therefore click on the “Select & insert” button (or press Alt-I).

As a result, the dialog box closes and we are back to the album.

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD)

< Prexiouz I Meut |

— Recard name
Firzt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD] adify |

— Contents

Shaow below: ISnngs ;I _i|_2|

Battle Roypal [1] Up
ToYou [1]

Take The &' Train [1] Dgwnl
Until | Met Yau 1

One More Once [1]

Wwild Man 1)

Seque lnC (1]

BOE (1)

Jumpin' &t The Woodside [1]

Inzert.... | Eemwel Flegame...l #-Ref I Cloze |

As you can see, the song has been inserted into the desired position.

14
v1.0 09-10-2006



5.3.3  Inserting a song identical to the beginning of another song

This is a case that arises now and then: suppose that you want to add a song that coincides with
the beginning of an existing song (for example, you want to insert a song called Juzpin’ but a
song Jumpin’ at the Woodside already exists in the database.

When you type Jumpin’ Audiobase will try to find a matching song. In this case, Jumpin’ at the
Woodside will be found. If you press Enter, you will select Jumpin’ at the Woodside, when you in fact
want to create a new song called Jumpin’.

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD)

Pickup song
Show belaw: ISnngs j g ﬂ [ Enter key selects

# appends after
new ikem creation

Type zearch test:

jumpin’

Select &
B8 1) __append
Jumpin' &t The "Woodzide [1]
Ore More Once [1] aelect &
Seqgue lnC (1] Inzert
Take The &' Train [1]
TaYou (1] Create Hew
Until | et Yiau [1]
Wild Kan [1]

Cloze

v

1

o o ey T

To avoid this problem, instead of pressing Enter (and selecting Jumpin’ at the Woodside), you
should instruct Audiobase to create a new song by clicking Create New (or pressing the Ins key).

15
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {(CD)

Pickup song

Show below: [ - LI g A - %gs,;:ﬁﬁ;?fﬁ;ts

new itemn creation

Type search test:

jurmpin’ Confinm insert

Battle Rayal Select &

append
BDE 1 \?f) Do you want ko create a new song "Jurnpin™?
Ore More On Select &

?EEueTl Q E.ﬂ.[ Cancelar nzert

ake The i |

To'ou [1] Create Mew |
Urtil | Met 'au 1] -

wiild Man (1]

o e s L

TrTTerT— ErTe—]

1t.

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD)

Pickup song

e

new item creation

Type zearch texk:

Select &
Battle Royal (1
oo 1 __append
Jumpin' &t The Woodside (1] Select &
One Mare Once [1) Inzert
Segue InC [1]
Take The ‘&' Train [1] Create Hewl
Ta'You [1]
kil | et ou 1]
Wild Man [1]

Cloze |

e B B e ]

Now you can either select the song and append it (clicking Select & Append or pressing Alt-A)
or select the song and insert it at the current position (clicking Select & Insert or pressing Alt-I).

534  Deleting a song from an album

To delete a song from the record, you just need to select it and press the Del key (or click the
Delete button). A confirmation dialog follows:

16
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First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD)

L P'regil:uusl MHest = I

— Record name

IFirst Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD] Modify |

— Contents

X

Confirm delete

| Cancelar |

Segue lnl (1]
BDE (1]
Jurnpin' & The Woodzside [1]

\ ? ) Are you sure you wank do remove song "Jumpin®™ From this album? J
h

Inzert... Eemuvel Fiegame...l =-Ref | Cloze |

If you press Yes, the song is removed from the record. However, if the song has no more
references to it (it is not contained by other albums), the application will ask you if you want to
purge the song (purging means removing entries with a reference count of zero from the

database).

First Time! The Count Meets The Duke {CD])

<F'regiu:uus| Mext > I

— Record name

IFirst Time! The Count Meets The Duke [CD] taodify |

— Contents

UL Confirm purge

I

B attlg Up
ToY 2 There are no more references to "Jumpin'™.
T ak e o Would vou like to purge (delete] it From the database? | Down

Il
Cancelar |

One
wild
Segue lnC [1]

BCE (1]

Jurnpin' &t The Woodside [1]

H

Inzert... | Eemuvel Fiegame...l =-Ref | Cloze |

To change the name of a song (or musician), you just need to press the Rename button.

To change the order of the songs (or musicians), you should select it and use the Up and Down

buttons.

17

v1.0 09-10-2006



5.4 Deleting an album

To delete an album you just need to select it and click the Delete button or press the Del key:

Albums available in database [1] [EJ

Shiow below: |.f1'-.II:|ums j Q ﬂ WiewModify

Type zearch text:

Firgt Time! The Count Meetz The Duke [CD]

Confirm deletion

If you confirm, Audiobase will:
Remove all the songs from the album;
Remove all the artists from the album;
Purge the songs and artists (remove the ones that have zero reference count);

Remove the album.

5.5 Inserting, renaming and removing artists and songs

You can insert, rename and remove artists and songs from the respective database. Just select
Artists or Songs in the main dialog combobox to access their tables. Note that you only can
remove artists or songs when their reference count is zero (when they do not belong to any
album).

6 Browsing your music database
In this section we will use as example the sample database supplied in the Audiobase bundle.

You should therefore replace the current database files (the “.db1” and “.idx” files) with the
ones that come with the Audiobase bundle. In alternative, you can work in a different folder.
Just make sure it contains the executable program and the sample database.

Let us begin by opening that database. You can open it in read-only mode, since we do not
intend to make changes to it.

Click the button with the musical figure (or press Enter or Alt-T B) to launch the browse
window.

6.1 Browsing albums, artists or songs

You can browse the albums in the database. In this case, we have 541 different albums:
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Albums available in database [541]

3
Show below: |.-’-1-.II:|ums ﬂ Qﬂ WiewModify

Type zearch text:

3 Shades OFf Blue - Johnny Hodoes 1970 [CD

28 Bazie Street - Count Bazie & His Orchestra 83 [LF)
& Clazsy Pair - Ella Fitzgerald & Count Basie 73 [CD]

A Drumn Iz & Woman [LP)

A Man Alone - Frank Sinatra 1969 [CD)

A Man And His Muzic - Frank Sinatra 13685 - %ol 1 [CD]
A Man And His Muzic - Frank Sinatra 1365 - Vol 2 [CD]
A Perfect Match - Ella And B azie 1979 [LP)

& Partrait OF Duke Elington - Dizzy Gillespie '60 [CO]

& Swingin' &ffail Frank Sinatra 1956 [C0]

Afrgque - Count B asie dnd His Orchestra 1970 [LF)
Afro-Bossa [LP) Close

di

To view an album’s contents, you just need to highlight it and press Enter or click the
View/Modify button.

You can also browse artists. In this example, the database contains 164 artists:
Artists available in database [164] E'
Shiow below: |.-’-\-.rtists ﬂ Q ﬂ YieadM odify

Type zearch text: Feref |

Ada Moore [1]

Adam Makowicz [1]
Adrian Rollini [2]

Al Grey [4)

Albert Amrmonz [1]
André Prévin [1]

Anita 0'Day [5]

Apnie Fozz (1)

Antdnio Carloz Jobim [B]
At Tatum 1]

Artie Shaw (1]

Astrud Gilberto [1) Cloze

di

Finally, you can browse the songs. This sample database contains 4175 songs:
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Songs ayailable in database [4175]

Shaw below: |5|:|ngs ﬂ Qﬂ

Type zearch text:

E3
Wiew /b odify

Feref |

4:30 Blues [1]

007 1]

3:20 Special [3]

T3V arieties [1]

28 Bazie Street [1]

310 Blues (1]

a0000 Flies Can't Be \wrong [1]
A Bard Second [2)

& Beautiful Friendship [1]

A Bit Of This And A Bit OF That [1]
A Cottage For Sale [2)

& Day ln The Life OF & Fool [1]

di

LCloze

There are several ways to browse these lists:

You can use the up and down arrow keys to move one row at a time;

You can use the Page Up / Page Down keys to move one page at a time (one page

corresponds to the number of rows in the listbox minus one);

You can use Ctrl-PgUp and Ctrl-PgDn to go to the top or bottom of the list;

You can type the name of an entry. Audiobase will try to locate that entry as you type it.

6.2 Cross referencing artists & songs

Cross reference is perhaps one of the most useful functionalities provided by Audiobase.

Cross reference is an operation whereby Audiobase presents a list of all the albums that contain
a certain song or include a given artist. All you have to do is to highlight a song or artist and

click the X-Ref button or press the Enter key.

For example, if you want to know which albums contain the song Take the ‘A’ Train, the first
thing to do is to locate it. Begin by selecting the song list in the “Show below” combobox. Then

type the first few letters of the song’s name:
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3
Show below: |5|:|ngs ﬂ Qﬂ WiewModify

Type search text: Heref |
take_t

Songs ayailable in database [4175]

Take ltEazy [B]
Take It Show [1]

Take Love Easzy (1]

Take Me Back Baby [1]
Take Me Fu:ur.-’-'-. u_ Hlde 1

Take The Calrane [2]

Take 'our Shoes OF, Baby [1]
Take vour Tomarmow [1]
Taking & Chance On Love [3]
Talk OF The Town [1]

Talk To Me Baby [1] Close

di

The first 6 characters (“take t”) are enough to locate the song. Note that punctuation characters
like single quotes, double quotes, exclamation marks, etc are equivalent to white space. When
searching items you don’t need to insert them, one space will be sufficient).

The number in parenthesis indicates that the song appears 42 times in the database.

Now all you need to do is to press the Enter key (or click the X-ref button):

Albums containing song “Take The “A* Train™

Alburns found:

‘Piano In The Backaround [CO+LP] / Duke Ellington

Firgt Timel! The Count Meetz The Duke - 1967 [CD+LP] / Duke Elington
The Private Collection - Duke Elington ol 2 [CO] # Duke Elington
The Private Collection - Duke Elington ol 2 [CO] / Duke Elington
Ellinigtan Live Ak 1957 Stratford Festival [CO] ¢ Duke Elington
Ellirigtan Live Concertz In Pariz 1358 [(CO) / Duke Ellington
Ellington Live At Hewport Jazz Festival 1953 [CO / Duke Elington
Happy Birthday, Dukel ol 1 [CO] / Duke Elington

Happy Birthday, Dukel ol 5 [CO] / Duke Elington

Happy Bithday, Duke! Yol 5 [CO) / Duke Ellington

Happy Birthday, Dukel ol 3 [CO] / Duke Elington

Hi-Fi Ellington Uptawe [LP] 4 Duke Ellingtan

You can browse this list. You can open each album and see its artists and songs. You can also
repeat the cross-reference operation for any song or artist in the album.

The album list presents the title of the album as well as the main artist in the album. The main
artist is the first artist in the album’s artist list.

Some of the albums appear repeatedly in the list: that means they contain several versions of the
song.

To find the albums in which an artist participates, you do a similar procedure. For example, to
locate the Duke Ellington albums, go to the artist list and locate it (entering “du’” should be
sufficient):
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Artists available in database [164]

Show below: |.-’-\-.rtists ﬂ Qﬂ WiewModify

Type search text: Heref |

i

du

Cozy Caole 1]
Diane Schuur 1]
Dizzy Gillzspie [2]
Don Costa [7]
Du:un Menza [1
Duke Ellington [155]
Dutchdazz Orchestra, The [1]
Earl Hinez [19]

E ddie Cleanhead Yinzon [3]
Eddie Lang [2]

Eddie Lockjaw Daviz [5]
Eddie Sauter [1] Close

di

Now press Enter. The list of 155 albums in which Duke Ellington participates is displayed:

Albums containing artist “Duke Ellington™

Alburns found:

:5 ) Ellington

Fiano Ik The Backgrnund [ED+LF'] ! Duke Ellirigtan

The Great Pariz Concert [1963] [2C0+2LF] ¢ Duke Elingtan

The Far Eazt Suite - 1966 [CD+LP] / Duke Elington

And Hiz Mother Called Him Bill - 1967 [CD+LF] ¢ Duke Elingtan

The Great Reunion [Elingtond&rmstrong) [CO+2LP] # Louis Armgtrong
The Girl's Suite And The Perfurme Suite [CD) / Duke Elington

Firgt Timel! The Count Meetz The Duke - 1967 [CD+LP] / Duke Elington
The Complete Duke Elington 13471952 Wal 1 [COT / Duke Elington
The Complete Duke Ellington 1947-1352 Vol 2 [CO) / Duke Elington
The Complete Duke Ellington 13471952 ol 3 [COT 7 Duke Elington
The Complete Duke Elington 13471952 Wal 4 [CO / Duke Elington

You can open each album in this list and continue to navigate from album to album.

7 Maintenance operations

From time to time, you should maintain your databases. The maintenance operations are:
Re-indexing the database;
Packing the database;
Veritying and repairing the database.

All these operations require that the database be closed.

7.1 Re-indexing the database

In order to display items ordered alphabetically and to improve search speed, the Audiobase
database uses index files. Index files are automatically maintained; however, should one or more
become damaged (e.g., due to power failure during an update or any other reason) or out-of-
date, you can re-index the database. Re-indexing is an operation whereby all index files are
generated automatically from the actual data stored in data files.
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One of the situations where re-indexing becomes necessary is after packing the database.

You can re-index the database any time (as long as the database is closed). To do it, all you need
is to go to the Database menu and select Reindex.

J4 pudiobase
Other

Database
Open
Cpen in different direckary, ..

cumentosh CANDzooztw

Pack

Reindex

Creake new...
Werify & repair
miode

Exit
— D atabaze clozed 0

After re-indexing the database, the following message is displayed:

.ﬂ Audiobase | = _|EJ

? | Reindex succeeded.
\tl) Would wou like to open the database?

v LUz read-only mode

Databaze closed 0

You can press Yes if you want to open the database after the operation.

7.2 Packing the database

In many situations, when you delete a record in a database, the record is not physically deleted,
for performance reasons. It is warked as a deleted record and is no longer seen, but it is still
there. Normally this does not cause any problem, although the database may occupy a bit more
disk space than is strictly needed (it does not affect database speed).

However, if you do many deletions, the percentage of records marked for deletion may increase
and become significant. In that case, you can pack the database. Packing is an operation that
physically removes records marked as deleted. It can take some time if the database contains

many records, but after packing the space taken up by deleted records is freed and the database
size will decrease accordingly.

To pack the database, you first need to close it (go to the Database menu and select Close).
Then, go to the Database menu and select Pack:
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Jd Audiobase

Open

Close
Pack.
Reindex

Open in different directory...

Create new...
Werify & repair

Exit

cumentosh CANDizcostw

mode

——

D atabaze clozed 0

When packing is concluded, the following message appears:

I~ pudiobase

Success

Diatabase  Other

Pack succeeded.
\,_tr) Before you can use this database, wou need ko reindex it.
Do o wank ko reindex the database?

- %]

Nga |

-]'

T o T T Iy 1T

Database closed @

This is because after packing the database, the index files become out of date. You should re-
index it in order to be able to use it. You should click Yes. The procedure is similar to the one
described for Re-indexing the database.

7.3 Verifying and repairing the database

Audiobase is capable of checking the condition and integrity of its database files and, in certain
situations, of repairing some kinds of errors.

To verify and/or repair the database, you should go to the Database menu and select Verify &

Repair as shown below:
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Jd pudiobase

Database

Cpen

Close
Pack
Reindex

Open in different directorsy. ..

Creake new...

Verify B repair

cumentost) CANDizcosy

Exit

mode

D atabaze clozed 0

When (and if) Audiobase detects a problem, it will ask the user if he would like Audiobase to

correct it.

After the procedure is complete, the following message will be issued:

2 Audiobase

Current data

IS ettingzhJ o

Database  Other

Done

] b Dizcoge
W1 } verification complete,

I

v Lze read-only mode

D atabaze clozed 0

Although you can use Audiobase to repair possible damage to its database tables, it is always a
good idea to make periodic backups of these databases. After all, it is your valuable information
and can be the result of many hours of effort.

8 Backing up your data

It is recommended that from time to time you make a backup copy of your databases and keep

it in a safe place.

This procedure is quite simple for Audiobase. You can simply make a copy of Audiobase’s
folder (which will include the data and the application) or you can make a copy of the data files.

The Audiobase database is stored in the following files:
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Data files | Index files

maindb.db1 | maindb.idx

attr001.db1 | attr001.idx

attr002.db1 | attr002.idx

rel001.db1 | rel001.idx

rel002.db1 | rel002.idx

The essential files are the data files (with extension “.db1”). The index files are not essential,
since they can be generated at any time.

To backup a database, you only need to make a copy of the five data files. You can store them
in a folder or in a ZIP archive, whatever you prefer.

To restore a database, you just need to copy the backed-up files to the Audiobase directory.
When you run Audiobase on the new database, it may refuse to open the database because the
indices are out of date; just re-index the database.

9 Appendix A — List of keys

Audiobase encourages you to use the keyboard rather than the mouse as the preferred form of
interaction.

This is because you will need the keyboard anyway (to search for items, to enter new data, etc).
If you keep changing from the keyboard into the mouse, you will not progress much in terms of
speed of use. If, however, you stick to the keyboard, you will see that most of the operations can
be done very quickly through the keys.

The keys that you can use are summarised below:

To access the menu, you can use the Alt key combined with the underlined letter for
each menu command. For example, to close the database and open it in read-write
mode, you can press Alt-D C (Database Close), Alt-O (toggle the read-only checkbox)
and Alt-D O (Database Open).

The Enter key can be used for many situations: to enter the browse window, to open an
album, to cross-reference a song or artist, to select an artist or song and add it to an
album, etc. In most cases, Enter is the default key for the most likely option.

The escape (Esc) key can be used most of the time to go back.
Tab allows you to move inside a dialog box, covering buttons, input fields, etc.

To answer a question or dismiss a message box, you can normally use Enter or Space
(default action) or Esc (cancel).

You can use the printable character feys (letters, numbers, space and punctuation marks) to
enter data and make searches.

To browse a list of items, you can also use the arrow keys, PgUp and PgDn (page
up/down), Cttl-PgUp and Cttl-PgDn (top/bottom).

To delete an item, you can use the Del key.
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To insert a new item, you can use the Ins (insert) key (although in most cases typing the
item name and pressing Enter will be sufficient).

If you practise, you will soon see that the keyboard will be the fastest way of interacting with
Audiobase. But you can always rely on the mouse if you feel more comfortable with it.
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